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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Worsborough. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-Third  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1925. 

From  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
their  Circular  648  of  December  10th,  1925,  this  Report  is  to  be  a 
Survey  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  A.  L.  BANHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1.  General  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  3,550  acres. 

The  District  may  be  described  as  a  somewhat  irregularly 
square-shaped  hilly  district,  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  County 
Borough  of  Barnsley,  on  the  East  by  Wombwell,  on  the  South  by 
the  Urban  District  of  Hoyland  and  Tankersley  Rural,  and  on  the 
West  by  Stainborough  (Barnsley  Rural). 

The  maximum  altitude  of  the  District  is  reached  at  Highstone, 
which  is  575  feet;  it  falls  gradually  to  the  South  to  Worsbro’ 
Bridge  and  Worsbro’  Dale.  At  Worsbro’  Bridge  the  contour  line 
shows  only  200  feet  above  sea  level ;  it  then  rises  until  we  get  to 
Birdwell,  still  further  south,  when  it  is  472*5  feet,  and  Blacker  on 
the  South-East,  which  is  489*2  above  sea  level. 

The  District  was  originally  called  “  Wircesburgh,  and  Wirkes- 
burgh,”  and  in  the  16th  century  we  find  the  name  “  Wirsburg,” 
which,  with  a  few  other  changes,  give  place  to  the  present  mode  of 
spelling. 

There  is  one  large  sheet  of  water,  the  Worsborough  Reservoir, 
about  75  acres,  which  was  constructed  to  supply  the  Dearne  and 
Dove  Canal,  which  commences  at  Worsbro’  Bridge  and  extends 
eastward  until  it  leaves  our  District  at  Swaithe.  This  portion  of 
the  canal  has  not  been  used  for  many  years. 
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The  river  Dove  enters  oar  District  at  the  extreme  west,  at 
Rockley,  passing  down  the  south  side  of  the  Reservoir  to  Worsbro’ 
Mill,  then  taking  a  more  tortuous  course  along  the  valley  until  it 
reaches  Aldham  Mill  in  the  Wombwell  District. 

This  is  a  coal-mining  district.  Most  of  the  men  find  employ¬ 
ment  at  the  Barrow  Colliery,  which  is  situated  in  the  Township, 
and  other  collieries  in  adjoining  districts.  There  is  a  timber  yard 
and  saw  mills  at  Worsbro’  Dale. 

The  population  is  chiefly  concentrated  in  Worsbro’  Bridge, 
Worsbro’  Dale,  Ward  Green,  Birdwell,  Blacker  Hill,  and  Swaithe. 

Population  (census  1921)  11,542.  The  Registrar  General  has 
estimated  the  population  as  at  June  30th,  1925,  at  12,440,  on  which 
figure  our  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  calculated. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses.  ’  Population. 


Year. 

Year. 

1921 

...  2,435 

1921  ... 

11,542 

19-22 

...  2,480 

1922  ... 

12,080 

1923 

•**  2,489 

1923  ... 

12,280 

1924 

...  2,542 

1924  ... 

12,510 

1925 

...  2,603 

1925  ... 

12,440 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers. 
Year. 

1921 

2,518 

1922 

2,563 

1923 

2,572 

1924 

2,637 

1925 

2,625 

Rateable  Value,  £42,880. 


Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate,  £143. 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Registrar  General's  Figures — 

Total  Births  in  the  District:  289  (141  males,  148  females). 
Illegitimate  males,  6;  females,  8. 

Legitimate  males,  135  ;  females,  140. 

Birth  Rate  for  the  year,  23*23. 

Deaths  at  all  ages :  142  (79  males,  63  females). 

Death  Rate  for  the  year,  1 1*41. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : 

Males,  16;  females,  11. — Total,  27. 
(Illegitimate — 2  males,  1  female). 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year,  96*88. 
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For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I  give  below  the  rates  for  the 
preceding  five  years,  both  of  your  own  and  those  of  England  and 
Wales : — 

England  and  Wales — 


1921  1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  12-1  12*9 

11-6 

12-2 

12-2 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  22-4  20-6 

19‘7 

18-4 

18-3 

Infantile  Death  Rate  83-0  770 

69-0 

75-0 

75-0 

Worsborough  District — 

1921  1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  13-31  11-09 

11-8 

11-75 

11-41 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  29*63  26*65 

23-66 

26-53 

23-23 

Infantile  Death  Rate  120*98  71-42 

106-52 

72-28 

96-88 

Causes  of  Death  in  1925. 

Males 

Females 

Measles 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Influenza 

2 

•  *  • 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

■  •  • 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

•  •  • 

— — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

3 

r  «  » 

5 

Cancer  ... 

8 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

•  •  • 

4 

Heart  Disease  ... 

8 

•  •  # 

10 

Arteria-sclerosis 

2 

•  •  • 

— 

Bronchitis 

12 

•  •  • 

10 

Pneumonia 

7 

•  •  • 

4 

Gastric  Ulcer  ... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

— 

1  •  ■ 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

♦  •  • 

— 

Nephritis 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

3 

•  •  • 

4 

Suicide  ... 

1 

•  •  * 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence... 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

•  •  • 

8 

Number  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Out- Relief  in  the  week 

ending  31st  December,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

< 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  the  year  was  £3,563. 


3.  Notifiable  Diseases. 


.DISEASE 

Total 
Cases  , 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  io 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

43 

Diphtheria 

13 

12 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

2 

1 

Cerebro-Spinai  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

11 

Erysipelas 

6 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

Ophtnalmia  Neonatorum 

4-k 

Tuberculosis— 

(a)  Pulmonary  ...  jp 

—29 

29 

20 

8 

(6)  Non-Pulmonary  ^ 

—8 

8 

8 

*  1  Blind. 


4.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity.  Cases  can  be  taken  into  the  Maternity  Home 

provided  by  the  Borough  of  Barnsley. 

(3)  Children.  None. 

(4)  Fever.  Arrangements  with  Barnsley, viz.,  Kendray  Hospital. 

(5)  Small-Pox.  Do.  do.  Lund  Wood  ,, 

(6)  Other  Hospitals,  viz.,  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  the 

Hospitals  in  Leeds  and  Sheffield, 

No  Institutional  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Infants,  and  Homeless  Children. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  Satisfactory  arrangements  made 

with  Barnsley  to  remove  all  cases. 

(b)  For  Accidents,  etc.,  and  non-infectious  cases : 

Motor  Ambulance  provided. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  - 

-  Held  since 

1925,  in  Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Worsbro’  Dale, 

on  Thursday 

noons,  at  3  p.m. 

Consultations  held  during  1925 

48 

New  Admissions 

...  204 

Do.  under  12  months 

126 

Total  Attendances  ... 

...  920 

Seen  by  M.O.  in  charge — 

Infants  ... 

...  774 

School  Children 

93 

Anti-natal  Mothers 

12 

School  Clinic. — The  following  attendances  were  made  during 
1925  : — 


Consultations  held  ... 

«  •  •  .  •  • 

86 

Admissions  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

129 

Total  Attendances  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

616 

For  Ringworm... 

...  16 

Impetigo  ... 

...  42 

Eye  Diseases 

...  16 

Ear  Diseases 

...  16 

Minor  Injuries 

...  22 

Miscellaneous 

...  8 

Attendance  per  Session 
Do.  per  Child 


7-1 
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The  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  McEvoy,  who  is  the  nurse  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Child  Welfare,  as  usual,  organised  a  Tea  and  Xmas 
Tree  on  December  22nd,  1925,  when  236  mothers,  who  had  attended 
the  Clinic  with  their  babies  (under  1  year  of  age;  during  the  pre¬ 
vious  twelve  months,  were  entertained  to  tea,  and  each  baby  re¬ 
ceived  a  present.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Nurse  McEvoy  for  the 
interest  she  takes  in  the  Welfare,  and  the  tact  and  ability  displayed 
in  carrying  out  her  duties. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. —  Under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  held  in  Barnsley. 

Venereal  Clinic. — Cases  attend  Clinic  provided  by  Barnsley 
Borough. 

Public  Health  Officers: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  H.  A.  L.  Banham  (part  time). 
Sanitary  inspector:  T.  Pilkington  (whole  time). 

Health  Visitor :  N  urse  McEvoy  (also  acts  as  School  N  urse) . 
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Professional  Nursing  : — 

(a)  General — Private  Association,  endowed  to  provide  a 

Nurse  for  “  Necessitous  Poor”  for  part  of  District 
only. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

Midwives.— -Controlled  by  County  Council. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  County  Council. 


List  and  Date  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws,  and 
Local  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District. 


The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings,  Paving  of  Back  Yards  and  Open  Spaces 


ADOPTED 

1  st  Nov.,  1890 
1st  Aug.,  1891 
1st  Feb.,  1893 
9th  Oct.,  1908 

6th  Oct.,  1923 


Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Nuisances,  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  Regulations  in  respect  to  Dairies, 

Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  17th  Sep.,  1900 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades  (Fish- 

and  Chip  Frying  included)  ...  ...  ...  20th  Feb.,  1922 


Water  Supply. 

The  District  derives  its  water  from  the  Barnsley  Water-works, 
viz.,  Midhope  and  Ingbirchworth  Reservoirs,  and  is  supplied  to  the 
District  through  meter. 

The  supply  is  constant  and  wholesome,  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received.  In  no  instance  has  any  disease  been  traceable 
to  the  water. 

Extensions  of  service  mains  have  been  made  during  the  year 
as  follows  : — 

Ward  Green  ...  ...  ...  715  lin.  yds.  3  in. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  160  ,,  4  in. 

Bank  Top  Housing  Scheme  ...  233  ,,  3  in. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  pollution  of  any  river  or  stream  in 
the  District  have  been  received  during  the  year. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  District  is  properly  drained  and  sewered,  and  the  sewage 
is  conveyed  by  natural  gradation  to  Sewage  Farms,  one  at  Birdwell 
and  the  other  at  Worsbro’  Dale. 

The  sewage  is  treated  at  these  farms  on  the  intermittent  down¬ 
ward  filtration  system,  with  settling  tanks  and  automatic  sprinklers. 

Extensions  of  sewerage  have  been  made  during  the  year  as 
follows : — 

Genne  House  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  284  lin.  yds. 

Ward  Green  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  120  ,, 

Mount  Vernon  and  Upper  Sheffield  Road...  398  ,, 

Bank  End  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  154  ,, 

Bank  End  Housing  Scheme...  ...  ...  70  ,, 

Blacker  Hill  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  257  ,, 

West  Street,  Worsbro’  Bridge  ...  ...  70  ,, 

Developments  still  needed; — Swaithe,  Ship  Inn  Yard,  Beau¬ 
mont  Terrace,  Furnace  Yard,  and  Highstone  Fold. 

Improvement  of  Defective  Sewers  : — 

Canal  Bank,  West  Street  ...  117  lin  yds. 

Closet  Accommodation. 


No.  of 
Privies  con¬ 
verted  into 
Water 
Closets 
during  1925 

No.  of 

iWasteWater 
Closets  con¬ 
verted  into 
W.C.’s 

No.,  of 
Additional 
Closets 
provided  for 
OldProperty 

No.  of 
Water 
Closets 
constructed 
for  New 
Houses 

No.  of  Closets  in  District 
at  end  of  year 

W.C.’s 

Waste 

W.C.’s 

Privies 

51 

12 

10 

78 

1095 

322 

560 

The  conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  is  progressing  favour¬ 
ably,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  re¬ 
maining  Privies  will  be  all  converted. 

Also  the  Sanitary  Dust  Bin  is  gradually  displacing  the  fixed 
Ashpit.  All  new  houses  now  erected  are  each  provided  with  a 
Dust  Bin. 

Scavenging. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  District  is  performed  by  the  Council’s 
own  workmen,  at  a  total  cost  of  nearly  £2,000  per  annum. 

The  nightsoil  is  deposited  on  farm  land,  and  the  ashes  and 
other  rubbish  on  tips. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  a  more  sanitary  and  more  econom¬ 
ical  system  of  refuse  disposal  should  be  given  due  consideration. 
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The  methods  in  vogue  are  the  adoption  of  one  or  more  of  the 
following  refuse  disposal  plants:  — 

Burning  in  Destructors. 

Pulverising. 

Salvaging. 

The  latter  system  has  proved  very  profitable  in  many  districts. 
Perhaps  a  combination  of  two  systems  would  be  more  applicable  to 
this  District,  as  there  are  still  a  fairly  large  number  of  privy 
middens. 

Total  number  of  loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  7,504 

Night-soil  and  Ashes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,088 

Night-soil  deposited  on  farm  land  ...  ...  ...  3,828 

Ashes  deposited  on  Council’s  Tips  ...  ...  ...  3,260 

Bell-cart  Rubbish  deposited  on  Tips  ...  ...  416 
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Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


No.  of  Notices 
served  by  Inspector 

No.  of 
Notices 

No.  remedied 
after 

No.  of  Inspections — 179. 

Informal 

Statutory 

complied 

with 

Verbal  Notice 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  Drains... 

22 

21 

Defective  Sinks  or  Sink  Pipes 

7 

6 

Leaky  Roofs 

12 

11 

Defective  Spouting 

4 

3 

Defective  Set-pots 

3 

3 

Defective  Windows 

1 

1 

Defective  Flues 

Nuisance  from  Service  Water 

1 

1 

Pipe  ... 

1 

1 

Dilapidated  Ashpits 

4 

I 

4 

Accumulation  of  Sewage 

Swine  kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nui- 

1 

1 

sance  ... 

1 

Insanitary  Yards 

3 

1 

Offensive  Privy  Middens 

29 

21 

Worn-out  Dust  Bin  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  .. 

1 

1 

53 

Dirty  Premises 

17 

9 

26 

No.  of 
Inspections 


CONDITION 


No.  of  Bakehouses — 

On  Register  ...  2 

No.  of  Offensive  Trades 
(Fish  Frying  only)  — 

On  Register  ...  13 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses — 

On  Register  ...  11 

No.  of  Meat  Shops  ...  16 

No.  of  Factories — 

On  Register  ...  4 

No.  of  Workshops — 

On  Register  ...  14 


8 

50 

440 

192 
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Clean  and  in  good  struc¬ 
tural  condition 
Kept  in  fairly  clean  condi¬ 
tion  but  many  structu¬ 
rally  defective 
Kept  clean  and  all  in  fairly 
good  structural  condi¬ 
tion 

Kept  in  clean  condition 

Closets  re-constructed  at 
1,  others  satisfactory 
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Satisfactory 


Smoke  Abatement. — No  complaints  of  any  nuisance  from 
smoke  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Schools. 

There  are  10  Schools  in  the  District,  5  provided  and  5  non- 
provided  schools.  They  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

3  at  Worsbro’  Dale  2  at  Blacker  Hill 

2  at  Worsbro’  Bridge  1  at  Worsbro’ 

2  at  Birdwell 

The  whole  are  in  good  structural  condition  and  are  kept  clean. 

They  are  provided  with  the  main  water,  and  the  conveniences 
are  all  on  the  water-carriage  system. 

During  the  year  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any 
of  the  Schools  owing  to  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 

Housing1. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,603 

Do.  for  the  Working  Classes  ...  ...  2,322 

Do.  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  92 

(2)  Population  of  District  (Registrar  General’s  estimation) — 12,440 

No  important  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  none  is  anticipated  in  the  near  future. 

(3)  Shortage  of  Houses  (approximately)  —  330. 

There  are  at  present  92  Houses  in  course  of  erection, 
and  the  Council  have  secured  land  for  a  further  84.  The 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  is  130,  caused,  primarily, 
by  the  stoppage  of  building  during  the  war. 

11.  Overcrowding. 

Fifty-four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  remedied  during  the 
past  year.  There  are  a  number  of  cases  of  families  of  7  and  8  per¬ 
sons  occupying  houses  with  only  one  bedroom.  ( See  List  ) 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  General  Standard — 

The  working  class  houses  are  chiefly  four-roomed  houses 
(2  up  and  2  down)  and  five-roomed  houses  (3  up  and  2  down), 
and  mostly  come  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  Vol.  1, 
1919  (Housing). 

(2)  General  character  of  Defects — 

Leaky  roofs,  defective  sinks  and  sink  pipes,  defective 
floors  and  wall  plaster,  no  through  ventilation,  no  pantries, 
and  damp  walls. 
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The  defects  are  due  in  some  cases  to  bad  management 
or  supervision  by  owners,  and  also  in  other  cases  to  destruc¬ 
tive  tenants.  The  defects  such  as  back  to  back  houses, 
certain  dampness,  and  without  pantries,  are  of  course  due  to 
bad  planning  when  built. 

(3)  General  action  taken  as  regards  Unfit  Houses — 

Action  is  taken  under  Public  Health  Acts  for  matters 
relating  to  nuisances,  such  as  accumulations,  animals  or 
fowls  kept,  dirty  premises,  offensive  privies,  defective  drains, 
etc. 

Structural  defects  of  houses  are  dealt  with  by  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with 
matters  that  come  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Acts. 

There  has  been  no  special  method  adopted  for  dealing 
with  back  to  back  houses  or  other  types  of  insanitary  pro¬ 
perty,  and  no  special  measures  have  been  taken  or  suggested 
to  improve  management  of  property  by  owners,  or  the  better 
care  of  property  by  tenants. 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation,  and  certain  houses  requir¬ 
ing  very  extensive  alterations,  cannot  be  dealt  with  at 
present  on  account  of  the  inability  to  provide  the  occupiers 
with  alternative  accommodation. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have 
the  main  water  laid  on,  and  there  are  no  such  conditions  as 
houses  without  water. 

The  houses  are  provided  with  water-closet  accommoda¬ 
tion  or  a  properly  covered  privy  midden,  and  all  refuse  is 
removed  regularly  by  the  Council’s  own  men  and  deposited 
on  tips,  the  contents  of  privy  middens  being  deposited  on 
farm  land. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas. — There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the 
District. 

V.  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses  let  as  Lodgings,  and  to  Tents, 
Vans,  etc. — No  Bye-laws  adopted,  as  there  are  no  tents, 
vans,  etc.,  in  the  District. 

VI.  Account  of  any  action  bearing  on  the  Public  Health,  not 
covered  by  the  above  particulars,  which  has  been  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority. — No  special  action  has  been  taken. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total  (iucluding  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  78 

P 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  52 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  22 

1. — Unfit  Dwellinghouses. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  364 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  re- 

corded|  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  inurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  27 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  198 

2. —  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  80 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme¬ 
died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(■ b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Overcrowding  of  Houses  and  Estimate  of 
Number  of  Houses  required. 

The  number  of  unremedied  cases  of  overcrowding  is  130.  These 
are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Worsbro’  Bridge  (including  Highstone  Fold)  ...  38 

Worsbro’  Dale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Birdwell  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  14 

Blacker  Hill..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


130 


Included  in  the  above  are  — 


9  cases 

of  5 

persons 

16 

6 

>> 

8 

7 

8 

8 

5  > 

1 

9 

5»  / 

Occupying  Houses 
with  only 
One  Bedroom. 


The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  remedied  during  the 
year  was  54. 
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The  number  of  houses  not  overcrowded,  but  occupied  by  two' 
families,  is  85  ;  distributed  as  follows  :  — 


Worsbro’  Bridge  ... 

...  26 

Worsbro’  Dale 

...  23 

Birdwell 

...  29 

Blacker  Hill 

7 

85 

The  number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  is  100; 
as  follows  : — 

Worsbro’  Bridge  (including  Highstone  Fold)... 
Worsbro’  Dale 
Birdwell 
Blacker  Hill 


distributed 

38 

36 

12 

14 


Total  ...  100 

The  shortage  of  houses  in  the  District  is  still  the  barrier  pre¬ 
venting  the  Council  from  taking  any  action  regarding  these  unfit 
houses. 


Estimate  of  the  number  of  Houses  required  to  meet  the 
present  shortage  and  to  replace  Unfit  Houses. 


Worsbro’  Bridge  ...  100 

Worsbro’  Dale  ...  ...  140 

Birdwell  ...  ...  ...  60 

Blacker  Hill  ...  ...  30 


Total  ...  330 


Observation. — It  would  appear  to  be  very  advisable  if  the 
Council  would  provide  about  50  smaller  type  of  houses  than  those 
they  have  already  erected  and  in  course  of  erection,  to  serve  for 
families  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  rents  of  the  latter  houses,  as  on 
account  of  the  high  rents  many  families  are  compelled  at  present 
to  live  in  shockingly  overcrowded  conditions  in  two-roomed  houses, 
the  majority  of  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


Milk  Supply. 

There  are  27  milk  retailers  (who  are  also  cowkeepers)  on  the 
register,  and  10  milk  retailers  only. 

The  number  of  cowsheds  in  the  District  is  41,  and  125  inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  made. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  generally  is  fairly 
good.  A  few  require  alterations,  and  these  are  receiving  attention. 

The  number  of  cows  kept  in  the  district  is  218,  and  these  are 
examined  twice  each  year  by  a  veterinary  iuspector. 
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Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  from  cows  suspected  of  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder.  One  sample  was  certified  to  be  tubercular,  and  the  cow 
from  which  the  sample  was  taken  was  slaughtered  and  destroyed, 
no  part  of  the  carcase  being  fit  for  human  food. 

No  complaints  of  the  quality  of  milk  have  been  received.  Three 
samples  were  taken  for  adulteration,  but  all  proved  genuine. 

No  licenses  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations. 

Meat  inspection. 

Since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regu¬ 
lations,  1924,  on  the  1st  April  last,  the  following  carcases  have  been 
inspected :  — 

Bullocks  ...  98  Calves  ...  32 

Heifers  ...  52  Sheep  ...  141 

Cows...  ...  265  Pigs  ...  ...  221 

Condemned.— -58  Sets  of  Lights,  35  Livers,  4  Kidneys,  1  Cow’s 
Head,  1  Shoulder  of  Cow,  and  1  whole  carcase  of  Cow. 

The  whole  of  the  Lights  condemned  were  on  account  of  being 
affected  with  Tuberculosis,  and  were  mainly  those  of  cows,  the 
bullocks  usually  being  found  free  of  the  disease. 

The  new  regulations  have  been  the  means  of  bringing  about  a 
better  standard  of  cleanliness  in  both  the  handling  of  meat  and  the 
condition  of  meat  stores  in  the  District.  Also  the  general  quality 
of  meat  has  improved,  as  owing  to  increased  inspection,  butchers 
are  now  wary  in  buying  ill-conditioned  cheap  cattle. 

The  regulations  have  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily  by  the 
butchers,  both  with  regard  to  giving  notice  of  slaughter  and  observ¬ 
ing  the  rules  as  to  cleanliness. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  an  adjoining  Council  to 
destroy  any  condemned  carcases  in  their  destructor. 

There  are  no  meat  markets  held  in  the  District,  either  retail 
or  wholesale.  The  number  of  meat  shops  is  15. 


Slaughterhouses. 


In  January, 

In  December, 

In  1920 

1925 

1925 

Registered 

4 

2 

2 

Licensed 

8 

9 

9 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


No  samples  of  foods  have  been  taken  under  the  Acts,  excepting 
the  three  samples  of-  milk  mentioned  under  the  heading  of  Milk 
Supply. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  19112  and  1917. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations. 


. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


On  the  Register  there  are  4  Factories,  2  Work-Places, 
and  12  Workshops  (including  2  Bakehouses). 

The  general  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  are  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  closets  at  one  Factory  (Timber  Works)  have  been 
repaired. 

No  list  of  Outworkers  has  been  received. 

The  following  are  the  different  trades  carried  on  : — 

Factories. 

1  Gas  Works  1  Joiner’s  Works 

1  Timber  Works  1  Gas  Purification  Works 

Work=PIaces. 

1  Stone  Quarry 

1  Scrap  Iron  Yard 

Workshops. 

2  Joiners 

2  Blacksmiths 

3  Boot  Repairers 
1  Plumber 

1  Motor  Garage 

1  Sweet  Manufacturer 

2  Bakers 


